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Introduction:
All praise is for Allah Who sent down the Qur'an to His

servant and messenger Prophet Muhammad (blessings of
Allah be upon him and his progeny) so that he may be a
warner to the worlds.  Blessings be on Prophet Muhammad
(blessings of Allah be upon him and his progeny)  who was
sent as a witness, and a bearer of good news and a warner,
and as one inviting to Allah by His permission, and as a
light-giving torch through Quran. Blessings be on his progeny
(Ahlulbayt), from whom Allah kept away the uncleanliness
and whom He purified a thorough purifying, and whom Allah
made the true interpreters of the Glorious Quran after the
Prophet (blessings of Allah be upon him and his progeny).

Holy Qur`an is a complete code of life
The Quran-e-Majid is the Word of Allah (Glorified and

Exalted is He) as revealed to His Prophet Muhammad
(blessings of Allah be upon him and his progeny) for man's
guidance. The Qur'an comprehends the complete code from
the Almighty Creator, for the human beings to live a good,
chaste, abundant and rewarding life in obedience to the
commandments of Allah, in this life and to gain salvation in the
next.  It is indeed the "chart of life" for every man, and it is the
"constitution" of the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth. 

Quran is for mankind, a "compass" in the turbulent
voyage of life, as it has explained itself in the following verses: 





". . . Indeed, there has come to you light and a clear
book from Allah; With it Allah guides him who will
follow His pleasure into the ways of safety and brings
them out of utter darkness into light by His will and
guides them to the right path."

(Surah Al Ma`idah 5:15-16).

Historically, it is Qur'an which transformed the simple
shepherds and wandering Bedouins of Arabia into the
founders of empires, the builders of cities, the collectors of
libraries. If a system of religious teachings is evaluated by the
changes which it introduces into the way of life, the customs
and beliefs of its follower, then Qur'an as a code of life is
second to none. It is not strange then, that more studies on
Quranic topics, translations and more commentaries of the
Holy Qur'an have been published, than that of any other
book claimed to be the Divine Revelation. 

What is Quran?
However, before dealing with any other topics in the

Quranic studies, e.g. its authenticity as the word of Allah
(Glorified and Exalted is He), it is of paramount importance to
have a glimpse towards better understanding of the book
itself:  The Glorious Quran.  What is Quran?  What is this
book about?  What are its contents?  How is it a miracle?
Why millions of believers still take this 14 centuries old book
as their source of guide and salvation in their lives?  How is it
different from any other thousands of books penned by
different authors?  What is so unique about Quran?  Is the
Quran a book of history, or of poetry?  Or is it a book about
science and natural phenomena?  Is it a book about Social
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manners and spirituality or a book about Allah's Creation?  Is
it a book of Law?  What is its general theme? 

In an attempt to answer these questions, the following
narratives are presented, which need careful reflection for
better understanding of the Qur`an:  

Qur`an Describes Itself
Let us start by reflecting upon what Qur`an has to say

about itself. 
The Qur'an introduces itself as the guidance for the

people "HUDAN LINNASI" (2:185); and the manifest light
"NUURAN MUBIINA" (4:174).

According to Qur`an, Allah (Glorified and Exalted is He)
has laid down solution of every human problem in the
Qur`an very clearly.  Qur`an says: 




"and We have revealed the Book to you explaining
clearly everything; and it is a guidance, mercy and
glad-tidings for Muslims".

(16:89)

Also He has described the Qur'an in these words: 


"....... a guidance for mankind and clear evidence of
guidance and discrimination (between wrong)".

 (2:185).

The Qur'an is, accordingly, a guidance, an evidence, a
discrimination between right and wrong and a manifest light
for the people to guide them aright and help them in all their

needs.  Is it imaginable that it would not guide them aright in
its own matter, while it is their most important need? 

Again Allah (Glorified and Exalted is He) says: 




"And (as for) those who strive hard for Us, We will
most certainly guide them onto Our ways". 

(29:69)

Which striving is greater than the endeavor to
understand His Book? And which way is more straight than
the Qur'an?




"Lo! this Qur'an guides to that which is most upright.
And it gives glad-tiding to the believers who do good
actions that they have great rewards".

(17:9)

The Holy Qur'an is a book which by sound reasoning
bestows insight upon man.  It shows the right path to man by
giving the accounts of the Prophets and the nations.  It
mot ivates  him through parab les,  exhortat ions  and
admonitions.  




"Such are some of the stories of the unseen, which
We have revealed unto you, before this neither you
nor your people knew them.  So persevere patiently,
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for the end is for those who are righteous".
(11:49)

The Qur'an describes its other function as the
presentation of the Prophetic mission, which is aimed at
guidance of humanity, by delivering it from darkness and
leading it towards light: 




"A Book We have sent down to you so that you may
bring forth mankind from the darkness into the light,
with the permission of their Lord, towards the path
of the Glorious the Praiseworthy."

(14:1)

What is the meaning of darkness mentioned in the
above ayah?  Without doubt the darkness of ignorance is one
of the vices from which the Qur'an emancipates humanity and
leads it towards the light of knowledge and wisdom.
However, if merely ignorance were regarded as darkness,
then the philosophers could have accomplished this job.  But
there exist other evils more dangerous than the vice of
ignorance, and to subdue them is beyond the power of sheer
knowledge.  Among them are the vices of worship of
material benefits, egoism, enslavement to desires, and greed,
which are considered to be personal and moral vices.  Social
vices like oppression and discrimination manifest the spiritual
darkness of a society.  In Arabic, the word zulm (injustice and
oppression) is derived from the same root as zulmah
(darkness), which shows that injustice is a form of social and
spiritual darkness.  To struggle against such forms of darkness
is the responsibility and mission of the Qur'an and other

heavenly books.  Addressing Prophet Musa (`as), the Qur'an
says: 





"And We sent Musa with Our signs (and told him)
that you may bring forth your people from the
darkness into the light and remind them on the days
of Allah; indeed in it there are signs for all those who
are patient and grateful."

(14:5) 

This darkness, this shadow, is the darkness of Fir'aun's
oppression and injustice and that of his clique. The light is the
light of justice and freedom. 

The exegetists of the Qur'an emphasize the point that
whenever the Qur'an mentions darkness, it always uses it in
the plural form although it always uses light in its singular
form.  This means that the word 'darkness' includes all sorts
of darkness, all of the evil ways that lead towards darkness,
and that 'light' signifies one single right path --the path of
righteousness, whereas the ways of deviation and perversion
are many. In Suurat al-Baqarah, the Qur'an says: 





"Allah is the Protector of the believers; He brings
them forth from the darkness into the light. And the
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unbelievers--their protectors are taghut, who bring
them forth from the light into the darkness, these are
the people of hell-fire, unto it they will dwell forever." 

(2:257) 

Thus the Qur'an determines its goal to be the breaking
of the chains of ignorance, misguidance, moral and social
corruption and destruction, or in other words, to dissipate all
sorts of 'darkness' and to guide humanity in the direction of
'justice, goodness and light'. 


"This is a declaration for humankind, a guidance and
admonition to those who ward off (evil)".

(3:138)

In other places, the Qur'an describes itself as under:


"This is the book; in it is guidance for sure without
doubt, to those who fear Allah".

(2:2)




"They are invited to the book of Allah to settle their
dispute, but then a party among them goes back
while they are turning away". 

(3:23)




"We have sent down to you (O Muhammad) in truth

so that you might judge between men as guided by
Allah, and do not be an advocate for those who
betray". 

(4:105).


"And this is a book which We have revealed as a
blessing, so follow it and be righteous, that you may
receive mercy".

(6:155).




"A book revealed unto you, so that your heart be not
in any difficulty on that account, (so that) with it you
may warn (the sinful) and teach the believers".

(7:2).





"This Qur'an is not such as can be produced by other
than Allah, on the contrary it is a confirmation of
(revelations) that were sent before it, and a full
explanation of the book, wherein there is not doubt
from the Lord of the worlds".

(10:37)
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"And We sent down the book to you for the express
purpose that you should make clear to them those
things in which they differ, and so that it should be a
guide and mercy to those who believe". 

(16:64).


"We have revealed for you (O men) a book in which
there is a message for you, will you then not
understand".

(21:10).


"These are the verses of the book that make things
clear".

(26:2).




"... A book which We have sent down unto you with
full of blessings so that they may meditate on its signs
and that man of understanding may receive
admonition".

(38:29).





"Verily We have revealed the book to you in truth for
instructing mankind.  He that receives guidance
benefits his own soul, but he that strays injures his

own soul, and surely you are not set upon them to
arrange their affairs".

(39:41).

The Excellence of Qur'an according to 
Ma'soomeen (a.s.)

No pen is capable of describing the excellence and
magnificence of the Glorious Qur'an. This statement is
absolutely correct, because while describing the Holy Qur'an,
Prophet Muhammad (blessings of Allah be upon him and his
progeny) himself said: 

"The superiority of the Speech of Allah over other speeches
is like the superiority of Allah over His creatures."

Ayatullah Al-Marja' Marhum Sayyid Al-Khui (r.a.) said: 
"What can a person say in describing the eminence of

the Qur'an and its glory?  What can he say to explain its
excellence and sublimity?  How can a contingent being
perceive the greatness of the speech of the Absolute Being?
What can an author write about this subject and what can a
speaker say?  Can a limited being describe anything that is
unlimited?

"It is sufficient greatness for the Qur'an, and sufficient
eminence and glory, that it is the speech of the Almighty
Allah, and the miracle of His noble Prophet (blessings of Allah
be upon him and his progeny), and that its verses are the
guarantee for the guidance of human beings in all their
concerns and circumstances and at all times. This is their
guarantee to reach the final goal and the great happiness now
and later on.

"Indeed, it is better to hand over the elucidation of the
excellence of the Qur'an to those comparable to the Qur'an.
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They are Prophet Muhammad (blessings of Allah be upon him
and his progeny) and AHLULBAYT.  They are the persons
most knowledgeable about its status, and the best able to
point out its lofty prestige, and they are its peers in excellence
and its associates in guidance".

Absolutely true! Let us leave the M'asoomeen (peace be
upon them) to explain to us the excellence of the Qur'an as
they are the teachers of the Qur'an.  Allah (Glorified and
Exalted is He) taught the Qur'an to His Prophet and
appointed him as the teacher of the Book: 




"The Faithful Spirit has descended with it upon your
heart that you may be of the warners, in plain Arabic
language."

(26:193-4)




"And We have revealed to you the Reminder that you
may make clear to men what has been revealed to
them, and that haply they may reflect"

(16:44)

   


" . . .  an Apost le . . .  who recites to them His
communications and purifies them, and teaches

them the Book and the Wisdom."
(62:2)

Prophet (blessings of Allah be upon him and his
progeny) describes Qur`an..... Therefore, let us ponder and
reflect upon what the Prophet (blessings of Allah be upon him
and his progeny), the teacher of the Qur'an, said about the
excellence of the Holy Qur'an.  He said about it in a sermon
thus: 
 "... Therefore, when mischief come to confuse you like

the segments of darkened night, then hold fast to the
Qur'an; 

 as it is the intercessor whose intercession shall be
granted; 

 and it is a credible advocate; 

 and whoever keeps it before him, it will lead him to the
Garden; 

 and whoever keeps it behind, it will drive him to the
Fire; 

 and it is the guide that guides to the best path; 

 and it is a book in which there is explanation,
particularization and recapitulation; 

 and it is a decisive (word), and not a joke; 

 and there is in it a manifest (meaning) and an esoteric
(one); 

 thus its apparent (meaning) is firm, and its esoteric (one)
is knowledge; 

 its exterior is elegant and its interior deep; 

 it has (many) boundaries, and its boundaries have
(many) boundaries; 
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 its wonders shall not cease, and its (unexpected)
marvels shall not be old. 

 There are in it the lamps of guidance and the beacon of
wisdom, and guide to knowledge for him who knows
the attributes. 

 Therefore, one should extend his sight; and should let
his eyes reach the attribute; so that one who is in
perdition may get deliverance, and one who is entangled
may get free; 

 because meditation is the life of the heart of the one
who sees, as the one having a light (easily) walks in
darkness; therefore, you must seek good deliverance
and (that) with little waiting".

After his death, the Prophet (blessings of Allah be upon
him and his progeny) appointed his progeny Ahlulbayt to carry
on this work after him - to explain the true meaning of
Qur'an to the people.  It is clear from his unanimously
accepted tradition:

"I am leaving behind among you two precious things; as
long as you hold fast to them you will never go astray after
me: The Book of Allah and my progeny, my family
members; and these two shall never separate from each
other until they reach me (on) the fountain". 

And Allah (Glorified and Exalted is He) has confirmed, in
the following two verses, this declaration of the Prophet
(blessings of Allah be upon him and his progeny) that his
progeny had the real knowledge of the Book: 




"Allah only desires to keep away the uncleanliness
from you, O people of the House! and to purify you a
(thorough) purifying."

 (33:33)


"Most surely it is an honoured Qur'an, in a Book that
is hidden; None do touch it save the purified ones."

(56:77 -79) .

Now let us see what Ahlulbayt have said about the
excellence of Qur'an:

Allama Majlisi in volume 19 of his multivolume work
Bihar al-Anwar has reported that: 

Al-Harith al-Hamadani related the following:
"I entered the mosque and some persons were in deep
controversy about some hadith traditions.  I went to 'Ali
bin Abi Talib and said: 'Are you aware that people at the
mosque are in dispute over hadith?' He said, 'So they have
done it!' I said, 'Yes.' 

He (peace be upon him) said, 'I have indeed heard from
the Prophet (blessings of Allah be upon him and his progeny)
saying, "There shall be sedition (fitna) after me."'  I asked:
'How do we avoid that?' 

He (the Prophet, (blessings of Allah be upon him and his
progeny)) said: 'The Book of Allah, the Book of Allah. 
 In it is the information about those who were before

you and what will come after you, and it will be the
judge among you. 
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 It is the final decision and not a jest.

(86:13-14) 

 It is that which not even the might could forsake
without being shattered by Allah (Glorified and Exalted
is He). 

 Whoever seeks guidance in anything other than it, Allah
(Glorified and Exalted is He) will lead him astray. 

 It is the firm rope of Allah (Glorified and Exalted is He).


 It is the wise remembrance.

(3:58). 

 It is the straight path.

 With it, hearts will never deviate, nor will the tongues
utter confusion. 

 Scholars will never have their full of it; it will not wear
out from constant use, nor wil l i ts wonders be
exhausted. 

 It is that which when the jinns heard it, they could not
help saying: 


"We heard a marvelous Qur'an (recitation)."

(72:1)

 Whoever utters it speaks the truth, whoever rules by it
is just; whoever abides by it will receive his just reward;
and whoever calls for it shall be guided to the straight
path. Follow it."

Imam ̀ Ali (a.s.) Describes Qur'an
In another place, the Commander of the Faithful Imam

`Ali ibn Abi Talib (peace be upon him) describes the Qur'an as
follows:

"Then Allah (Glorified and Exalted is He) revealed to
him (the Prophet (blessings of Allah be upon him and his
progeny)) the Book. 
 It is a light whose radiance shall not be extinguished; 

 A lamp whose flame shall not die; 

 An ocean whose depth shall not be fathomed; 

 A path which shall not lead astray; 

 A blaze whose brilliance shall not be darkened; 

 A criterion whose evidence shall not be suppressed; 

 An elucidation whose cornerstones shall  not be
demolished; 

 A cure with which there is no fear of ailments; 

 A power whose supporters cannot be defeated; 

 A truth whose helpers will not be forsaken. 

 Thus, it is the source of faith and its prosperity; 

 It is the fountain-head of knowledge and its vastness; 

 The meadow of justice and its flowing streams; 

 The support of Islam and its foundation; 

 The valleys of the truth and its fields; 

 An ocean that shall not be drained by those who draw
upon it; 

 A spring that shall not be exhausted by those who draw
from it; 
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 A watering place that shall not be depleted by those
who come to it; 

 A station whose road the travelers do not miss; 

 A signpost which the wayfarers will always see; 

 The hilltops that cannot be bypassed by those who seek
them. 

 Allah (Glorified and Exalted is He) has made it the
quencher of the thirst of scholars, 

 A vernal season for the hearts of the jurists, 

 A destination for the path of the righteous, 

 A cure after which there is no malady, 

 A light which does not alternate with darkness, 

 A rope whose knots are firm, 

 A stronghold whose peak is impregnable. 

 It is power for whoever cultivates it, 

 Peace for whoever dwells on it, 

 A guidance for whoever follows it, 

 A laudable act for whoever embraces it, 

 An argument for whoever speaks for it, 

 A witness for whoever fights for it, 

 A sharp instrument for whoever bases his arguments on
it, 

 A support for whoever supports it, 

 A means of deliverance for whoever employs it, 

 A sign for the discriminating, a shelter for whoever
seeks healing, 

 A source of knowledge for whoever has sense, 

 And the best narrative for its transmitters, 

 And a means for the one who sits in judgment."

Subhaanallah! This brill iant oration reviews many
important points which call for careful reflection.  For
instance, by saying that the Qur'an is 'a lamp whose flame shall
not die,' Imam 'Ali (peace be upon him) means, as he does in
many other statements in this oration, that the Qur'an is a
book whose signification shall not be exhausted. It will remain
fresh and new until the Day of Resurrection. A verse may
have been sent down regarding a specific occasion or
community, yet its relevance is not limited to that occasion,
person, or community; rather, its signification and applicability
are general. 

Regarding the verse "For every people there is a
guide."(13:7) al-'Ayyashi reports the following discussion with
Abu Ja'far (Imam al-Baqir (peace be upon him)):

"The Imam said, '`Ali is the guide, and the guide is
always one of us.' 

I said, 'Then you - for whom may my life be a sacrifice -
are now the guide.' 

'You are right,' said the Imam (peace be upon him). 'The
Qur'an lives and will not die; the verses live and will not die. If
a verse were to die with the death of the persons concerning
whom it came down, then the Qur'an would have definitely
died. Rather, such a verse would continue to apply to those
who are alive as it did to those who died.'"

Another tradition reports that Imam al-Sadiq (peace be
upon him) said, 

"Certainly, the Qur'an lives, and has not died; and it is
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existent just as the day and the night and the sun and the
moon are existent. And it will exist for the last among us
as it has existed for the first."

Quran's Power of Attraction
Another aspect of the Qur'an which serves to indicate

its unique and exceptional nature is the remarkable and
inexhaustible attraction that it exerts. 

Today, more than fourteen centuries after the
revelation of the Qur'an, the captivating sound of the
recitation of the Qur'an can still be heard in all the different
parts of the world, leaving its impression on hearts and minds,
and transforming the spirits of all who listen to it.  

Its appeal overwhelms the soul and brings tears flowing
from the eyes and makes the heart tremble.  





"Those to whom We gave the Book before this,
believe in it, and, when it is recited to them, they say,
'We believe in it; surely it is the Truth from our Lord;
even before it we were of those who surrender". 

(28:52-53) 

This ayah describes a group of people who undergo a
state of veneration and awe when the Qur'an is recited
before them. They affirm faith in all the contents of the Book,
declare everything in it to be nothing but truth and their
veneration of it continues to increase. 

Then in another verse, a group of Christians who

believed and became Muslims on hearing the Qur'an are
described in these words: 

"And when they hear what has been sent down to the
Messenger, you see their eyes overflow with tears, because
of the truth they recognize. They say,


"Our Lord we believe; so do You write us down among
the witnesses."

(5:83) 

In another place, while describing the believers, the
Qur'an says: 






"Allah has sent down the fairest discourse as a book,
similar (consistent in parts) yet repeating (its
teaching in various aspects); whereat shiver the skins
of those who fear their Lord; then their skins and
their hearts soften to the remembrance of Allah, this
is the guidance of Allah, He guides with it whom He
wants, and whoever Allah leaves to stray, will have
none to guide  ...". 

(39:23) 

The rays of attraction exerted by the Qur'an was not
confined to Mecca, its birth place, but spread outwards from
Mecca together with the movement of the Muslims.  To
mention some examples:  the rays of Qur'an shone in the
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heart of King Najjashi, in the Christian court of Ethiopia,
thanks to the recitation of Ja'far bin Abitalib, despite the
unfavorable situation prevailing there and the pressure
brought to bear by the opponents of Islam.

Equal ly they shone in Madina, the base for the
formation of a new Society, where the Qur'an was recited by
Mus'ab bin Umayr.

Ibn Hisham writes in his life of the Prophet (blessings of
Allah be upon him and his progeny): 

"So strong was the heartfelt desire of the people to hear
the Qur'an that even some of the unbelievers of the
Quraysh would secretly go near the Prophet's house at
night, remaining there until dawn, in order to listen
throughout the night to the pleasing melody of the Qur'an
as recited by the Messenger of Allah. This happened many
times".

(Sirat Ibn Hisham, Vol. I, p. 386)

So that the people would not fall under the influence of
Quran's eloquence and power to attract, the nonbelievers
would instruct a group of people to go and make a noise, to
whistle and clap their hands, while the Prophet (blessings of
Allah be upon him and his progeny) was reciting the verses of
Qur'an. 




"The polytheists said: Do not listen to the verses of
the Qur'an, and make a noise while they are being
recited, perhaps you will thus triumph".

(41:26)

Qur'an as a Miracle
To every Prophet, Allah (Glorified and Exalted is He)

gave some miracles, but gone are the Prophets and their
miracles. The Holy Prophet Muhammad (blessings of Allah be
upon him and his progeny) is the last prophet and Allah
(Glorified and Exalted is He) gave him a timeless miracle, and
that miracle is the Holy Qur'an.

It has often been argued that the Qur'an is not only the
first book, and the highest linguistic achievement, of the
Arabic language, but that it is also Prophet Muhammad's
(blessings of Allah be upon him and his progeny) strongest
argument against those who doubted his Message. The
question that needs to be addressed here concerns the
reason why a holy book, a composition of language, should
be hailed as Islam's (and Prophet Muhammad's (blessings of
Allah be upon him and his progeny)) strongest miracle and
argument. The point has sometimes been made that other
prophets had more tangible miracles.  In the case of
Muhammad, (blessings of Allah be upon him and his progeny)
however, the miracle was not comparable to Prophet
Mussa's staff or Prophet Issa's healing powers, but was more
than that.

The Holy Qur'an is indeed a miracle in many aspects,
some of which are described here below:
A) The Exclusive eloquence of the Qur'an.
B) The Inimitable Quality of the Qur'an.
C) The Scientific Miracle of the Qur'an.
D) The Accuracy of the Historical Records in the Qur'an.
E) The Predictions in the Qur'an.
F) The Challenge of the Qur'an.

Since the above points also constitute evidences on the
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authenticity of the Qur'an as the word of Allah (Glorified and
Exalted is He), they are discussed in detail in the Qur'an
Resource Paper no. 2, under the title of "Authenticity of the
Holy Qur'an". 

The Illustrative Themes of the Qur'an
Another aspect of the novelty of the Qur'an language

has to do with its themes. These themes and topics represent
a clear departure from those which had been hitherto familiar
to the Arabs. As Taha Husayn explained: 

"It does not deal with any such things as ruins, camels, or
long journeys in the desert;  nor does it describe longing
for the beloved, love, or eulogy, topics most familiar to
pre-Islamic Arabs. But rather it talks to the Arabs about
such things as the oneness of Allah, His limitless power,
His knowledge, which is unattainable, His will, which is
unstoppable, and His creation of heaven and earth".

This passage underscores yet another innovative aspect
of the Qur'an, namely the presentation of novel themes
through an abundance of examples all aimed at illustration and
persuasion. The use of illustration is one of the most effective
stylistic techniques of the Qur'an. One can hardly read a verse
without experiencing the impact of this technique. 

The art of narrative style represents another innovative
aspect of the Qur'an. It relates in astounding detail the stories
of Prophet Nuh, Ibrahim, Yusuf, Musa, and Issa, among
others. It presents the dialogues that took place in such
stories and the claims and counter-claims made by each of
the opposing parties. Story-telling may not have been totally
novel in pre-Islamic Arabia given the significant quantity of
parables, epics, and myths that were inherited from that

period. What was novel;  however, was the type of
integrated, elaborate story involving such essential items as
theme, plot, well-developed characters, and denouement
which are to be found in the Qur'an, which refers itself to the
benefit in telling such stories: 




"We do relate unto you the most beautiful stories, in
that We reveal unto you this [portion of the] Qur'an.
Before this you too were among those who knew it
not".

(12:3)

The Central Theme of the Holy Qur'an 

What is the central theme of Qur'an? 
Since the advent of Islam and the revelation of the

Qur'an in the early years of the seventh century AD, the
Muslim Holy Book has been the subject of many extensive
analytical studies. The focus of the great majority of these
studies has been the theological and legislative aspects of the
Holy Book, for the Qur'an provides Muslims with detailed
guidance on their everyday problems. Together with the
sayings, actions, and recommendations of Muhammad,
(blessings of Allah be upon him and his progeny) the Qur'an
has been the ultimate source of legal authority for Muslims
over the past fourteen centuries. 

Muslim scholars have also painstakingly examined,
analyzed and interpreted the various verses of the Holy
Book, detailing the requirements the Qur'an imposes on
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Muslims in order for them to achieve spiritual purity. Thus, in
addition to its legislative and theological value, the Qur'an has
also served as a source of spiritual guidance for the followers
of Islam. 

Holy Qur'an is a complete code of life
However, we can not claim that the Central Theme of

the Holy Qur'an is only legislation and spirituality; as human
life is more complex and multi-dimensional.  Since Islam is a
complete way of human life and Qur'an being its source of
guidance, to ascribe the Qur'an to be just the book of
legislation and spirituality only will be misleading, because the
Qur'an has dealt with a vast range of subjects. 

Contrary to the opinion of some people who consider
the Holy Qur'an to be of spiritual benefit only, or to be
confined to worship, prayers and morals, we should point out
that only one-twelfth (500 verses) relates to problems of
Jurisprudence; while the larger part of it deals with matters
pertaining to various issues including social , pol itical,
administrative, historical, cultural, faith and other related
matters.

Among the recurring themes of the Qur'an is about the
universe itself and its Creator. Another theme treated by the
Qur'an is the purpose of the universe and its creation. Among
the other general issues dealt by the Qur'an is the question
about human being: Is man a despicable creature, or a
personality with nobility and dignity etc.? 

The other subject dealt with in the Qur'an is the issue of
human society:  Is the society considered to be primary and
the individual as secondary, or whether it subordinates the
society to the individual? Are societies, according to the
Qur'an, subject to laws governing their life and death, their

rise and decline, or are these conditions applicable to
individuals alone? 

The Qur'an deals with numerous other issues. One of
them is the point of view of the Qur'an about itself. The other
issue is related to the Prophet (blessings of Allah be upon him
and his progeny) and its manner of introducing and addressing
him. Another issue is its definition of a believer (mu'min) and
his characteristics and so on. 

Furthermore, each of these general issues possesses
various branches and divisions. For example, when discussing
mankind and its situation, it is natural to speak about morality.
Or, when speaking about society, the problem of human
relationships also unavoidably enters the discussion. The same
is true of such notions as "enjoining good and forbidding evil,"
and the problem of social classes. 

Now the question is: What is then the Quran's general
theme?  If pondered upon the multifaceted contents inside
the Qur'an, one can safely reach to the conclusion that the
central theme and aim pursued by the Qur'an is the 'training
of the human being' as a being conscious of his duties. The
main aim of the Qur'an is therefore to reinforce and
accelerate the spiritual ascension, together with all the
qualities of human being, toward a state of true loftiness and
the dignity of which the human being is worthy. 

In another words, we can say that the main purpose of
Qur'an is to expound truths that are relevant to the 'life of the
human being' and the exaltation of his being and conducive to
his attaining a life of true happiness.    

Imam Amirul Mu'miniin `Ali bin Abitalib (peace be upon
him) narrated the following dua, from which we can derive
very clearly that the Holy Qur'an is the 'chart of life for man'.
He prayed: "O Allah! expand my breast with Qur'an, actuate
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my body with Qur'an, enlighten my sight with Qur'an, liberate
my tongue by Qur'an, and help me to mould my life according
to Qur'an, so long as You make me live". 

Method used by the Qur'an in Training
Human being 

As said earlier, the aim pursued by the Qur'an is the
training of the human being as a being conscious of his duties.
Now,  the emergence of  such a  being requi res  a
comprehensive reform of the human being, involving various
changes such as the negation of false values and meaningless
criteria, and fostering of a creative energetic spirit within him.
The Qur'an can thus be said to melt the spirit of human
beings and pour them into a new mould, where they acquire
a different, richer and more valuable form.

Although this may be said to be the principal aim of the
Qur'an, it summons the human being insistently, at the very
same time, to reflect and to ponder, and to acquire a realistic
view of the world; it guides him on to the path of thought, of
teaching and learning. 

The method used by the Qur'an in training human being
is that of 'Inductive Method', i.e. the process of deriving
general principles of life by using logic, reason and facts.
According to Qur'an, there are four sources of human
knowledge through which eternal truth can be derived, and
they are: 
1) Reason and logic.
2) Experience.
3) Study of Nature.
4) History.

All the other forms of sciences are offshoots of the

above four sources, and the principal  advances and
developments in the natural sciences are all due these
premises. Allama Iqbal, the famous Indo-Muslim thinker says:
"The birth of Islam, as I hope to be able presently to prove to
your satisfaction, is the birth of inductive intellect. ..... The
constant appeal to REASON and EXPERIENCE in the Quran,
and the emphasis that it lays on NATURE and HISTORY as
sources of human knowledge, are all different aspects of the
same idea of finality". 

Of course, there are traditions narrated from the
Prophet (blessings of Allah be upon him and his progeny) and
the Imams of Ahlul-bayt (peace be upon them) saying for
example: 

"Verily the Qur'an has an exterior and an interior, and its
interior has an interior up to seven (or according to a
version, seventy) interiors . . . "

And the Prophet (blessings of Allah be upon him and his
progeny) and the Imams (peace be upon them) gave
importance to its exterior as much as to its interior; they
were as much concerned with its revelation as they were
with its interpretation. That is why the Qur'an deserves to be
evaluated from different points of view. 

Some of the topics which call for examination in the
Qur'an are:
1) The artistic and verbal beauty of the Qur'an and its style

which is neither poetry nor prose. 
2) The intellectual and scientific content of the Qur'an.
3) The reinforcement of the spiritual dimensions of man.
4) The appeal to reflect and ponder.
5) The appeal to the study of nature. 
6) The tapping of the historical incidents for evaluation.
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7) The expounding of the mysteries of the creation.
8) The mentioning of series of truths and principles that

govern the human life, i.e. Sociology, Economics,
Government, etc.  

Revolutionary Transformation in the Society
through the Qur'an

Another aspect of the miraculousness of the Qur'an
which has  had a  great  ef fect  i s the revo lutionary
transformation it brought about in human civilization.  A
matter calling for serious attention in the study of Islam is the
fact that it received no assistance from factors external to
itself when it began to create the nucleus of a universal
society out of a scattered and disunited people that lacked all
science and free thought and did not even seek to unify its
constituent tribes; and when it began, moreover, to found a
uniquely, vast and spiritual civilization. 

All the factors for changing the world, for putting
forward an international law with the slogan of unity among
races, peoples, and social classes, for creating a movement
for the liberation of thought and the ennobling of knowledge,
were derived from the very text of the Qur'an, from the
culture that emerged from the Qur'an and from the Islamic
order. Islam never relied on a government or a power
situated outside the society it had itself brought into being. 

Even the aggressors, for example the Mongols, who
attacked the Islamic lands and triumphed over the Muslims,
thanks to their military superiority, lost their dominance in the
end when they were confronted with the spiritual power of

Islam, and they adopted the religion of the people they had
conquered. This history of nations does not record any other
example of a victorious aggressor adopting the religion of the
people it had defeated. 

Holy Qur'an can shape the destiny of the human race
as a whole

Therefore, Qur'an is specially essential for those
scholars who are interested in the study of man and society,
since this book has been effectively instrumental not only in
moulding the destinies of Islamic societies, but also in shaping
the destiny of the human race as a whole. 

A brief glance over history would be enough to provide
sufficient proof of the claim that there has been no such book
that has ever influenced human societies to the magnitude of
the Qur'an. It is for the same reason that the Qur'an
automatical ly steps into the precincts of sociological
discussions, and becomes the elemental constituent of the
subjects of research in this discipline. This means that any
deep study and profound research in the field of world history
of the last fourteen hundred years, is impossible without the
knowledge of the Qur'an.

Smith writes in his - Muhammad and Islam: 
"The teachings of the Qur'an, which mentions knowledge
and the pen in its opening verses, brought about a
tremendous transformation. Islam proclaimed study to be
a religious duty, and made the blank ink of the scribe and
the scholar to be superior to the red blood of the martyr. 
"Thanks to the teachings of the Qur'an and its emphasis
on the cultivation of knowledge, countless scholars made
their appearance and wrote innumerable books. Different
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scientific disciplines were derived from the Qur'an and
spread across the world by Muslim thinkers. The world
was illumined with the light of the Qur'an and culture of
Islam".  

The Essentiality of the Study of the Qur'an
The study and knowledge of the Qur'an is essential not

only for Scholars and Philosophers, but for everyone: an
ordinary person, a student, a worker, a trader, a learned
person as well as for all faithful believers. 

The study of the Qur'an is essentia l  for every
committed Muslim, since it is the main source and foundation
of the religious thought and faith. Whatsoever gives meaning,
essence and sanctity to his existence lies in the Holy Qur'an. 

The Qur'an is not just like other religious books which
are content to discuss the problems of existence of Allah
(Glorified and Exalted is He) and creation in cryptic tones, or
like those which merely convey a series of simple moral
advice and counsels, so that those who believe in them are
hopelessly left to search for guidance in other sources. It is a
book where all essential ingredients of life can be found. 

Unl ike other books, the Qur'an discusses  and
formulates all the ideas and views that are essential for a
man's life, besides communicating the tenets of faith. Since the
Qur'an is book of life, it also lays down all the principles of life
including that of moral and ethical values for the purpose of
individual, social and familial existence. Unfortunately, the
study of Qur'an has been left for Scholars and learned people
only.

Is Qur'an Understandable?
But the important question which is often asked is

whether the Qur'an is understandable by an ordinary reader,
or it requires scholarly background to comprehend its
meaning? 

Has this book been introduced for the purpose of
studying and understanding it, or whether it is just for reading
and reciting and obtaining reward and blessing? The student of
Qur'an, possibly, may wonder at raising of such a question.
To him it may appear beyond doubt that the Qur'an is meant
for the purpose of knowing and understanding it. 

Nevertheless, in view of various undesirable currents,
which due to numerous reasons came into existence in the
Muslim world regarding the question of understanding of the
Qur'an, and which had an important role in bringing about the
decline of Muslims, I shall discuss the necessity of studying and
understanding the Qur'an in brief. 

Is the purpose of Qur'an to obtain thawab only? 
There are some people who think that the Qur'an is to

be read merely for the purpose of obtaining spiritual reward
(thawab) without need of understanding anything of its
contents. They continuously recite the Qur'an, but if they are
even once asked: "Do you understand the meaning of what
you are reading?" they cannot answer. To recite the Qur'an is
essential and good, being regarded as the first step necessary
for comprehending its contents; and not merely as a means
for gaining Divine reward. 

Regrettably, the roots of those degenerate and
dangerous notions still persist in our societies. So I consider it
necessary to elaborate on this topic. 
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Qur'an must be read and studied with the intention of
educating oneself. The Qur'an itself clarifies this point: 




"A book We have sent down to you, blessed, that men
possessed of mind may ponder its signs end so
remember".

(38:29) 

One of the functions of the Qur'an is to instruct and to
teach. For this purpose, the Qur'an addresses human reason
and speaks in logical and demonstrative terms.

Infact, not only the believers and the faithful, but even
the infidels are invited by it to contemplate over its verses.
The Qur 'an demands that i t verses should be f irs t
contemplated over, before forming any adverse opinion
against them. Addressing the opponents, it says, why they
don't ponder over the Qur'an, what sort of hearts they
possess, they are as if shut close and sealed: 


"What, do they not ponder the Qur'an? Or is it that
there are locks upon their hearts?"

(47:24) 

The Qur'an also says in one of its verses: 
"(This is) a Book We have revealed to you abounding
in good, that they may ponder upon the verses". 

That is, We have not sent the Qur'an to be kissed,
embraced and put on the niche to gather dust, but for men to
read and to contemplate about its contents: 

That those endowed with understanding may ponder its
signs and so remember. (38:29) 

Ayatullah Murtadha Mutahhari says: "Scores of verses in
Qur'an emphasize the importance of contemplation in the
Qur'an and interpretation of the Qur'anic verses, although not
an interpretation based on personal caprices and bias, but a
just, truthful and balanced interpretation free of all traces of
selfish interests. 

"If we try to comprehend the Qur'an in an honest and
unbiased way, it is not at all necessary to solve all problems
that we find in it. In this regard the Qur'an is similar to Nature.
In Nature, too, a number of mysteries have neither been
solved yet, nor can they be solved in present conditions, yet
are likely to be solved in the future. Moreover, in studying
and understanding nature, man has to tailor his ideas in
accordance with Nature itself. He is forced to interpret
Nature in accordance with its reality. He cannot define
Nature in terms of his own caprices and inclinations. 

"The Qur'an, like the book of Nature, is a book that has
not been sent for a specific age and time. Had it been
otherwise, all the secrets of the Qur'an would have been
discovered in the past; this heavenly Book would not have
presented its charm, freshness and vitality. But we see that
the possibility of contemplation, reflection and discovery of
new dimensions is inexhaustible in the case of this Holy
Book".

This is a point that has amply been emphasized and
clarified by the Prophet and the Imams. In a tradition, it is
related from the Prophet (blessings of Allah be upon him and
his progeny) that the Qur'an, like the sun and the moon, will
present its movement and continuity; that is, the Qur'an is not
static or monotonous. 
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In 'Uyun akhbar al-Rida, from Imam Ridha (peace be
upon him), it is quoted that Imam Ja'far Sadiq (peace be upon
him) was asked about the secret of it that as the time passes
and the more it is read and recited, the Qur'an increases in its
novelty and freshness day by day. The Imam Sadiq (peace be
upon him) answered: "Because the Qur'an is not for an
exclusive age or for an exclusive people". 

The Qur'an is for all - the learned as well as the
ordinary person

The Qur'an has been sent for all ages and for all human
beings. I t is so composed that inspite of changes in
knowledge, outlook and approach through various times and
ages, it surpasses all learning and knowledge in all ages. While
it encompasses mysteries and abstruse intricacies for the
reader of every age, at the same time it presents a great feast
of meanings and ideas that can satiate the needs of every one
and every time in accordance with the capacity of that
particular age". 

Thus the Qur'an is for all: the learned as well as the
ordinary reader. To make this concept clear, we can
compare the Qur'an to an ocean. The less earned, like
children, collect pebbles and shells from its shores. The
Scholars and thinkers, like pearl divers, bring out from it the
highest philosophy, wisdom and rules of perfect way of living.
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Introduction
Who is the author of the Quran? Whatever the

arguments of the non-believer critics, the Quran states

explicitly: 




"(This is) revelation of the book in which there is no

doubt, from the Lord of the worlds. Or do they say he

has forged it? Nay it is the truth from the Lord." 
(32:2-3)

From the time of its revelation till today, people have

tried to cast doubts about the Divinity of the Holy Quran, and

have tried to argue in vain that the author of the Quran is

Prophet Muhammad himself; but they have not succeeded

because of its inherent truth. 

Our study of  the Qur'an acqua ints  us  wi th a

distinguishing characteristic  of this holy book. This

distinguishing characteristic is the absolute authenticity of its

source. That is, without the slightest need of any comparison

between the oldest manuscripts, it is evident that what we

recite as the verses of the Holy Qur'an, are exactly the same

words presented before the world by the Almighty Allah

(swt) through His messenger Muhammad ibn Abdallah

(saww). 

In another words, the distinguished  feature of the

Qur'an is the quality of its contents: its teachings are genuinely

original and have not been adopted or plagiarized. Its

teachings have been delivered to the Prophet from a world

that transcends his thought and mind. The Prophet (saww)

was only a recipient of this revelation and message.  As Allah

says: 


". . . and those who are firmly rooted in knowledge

say: We believe in it, it is all from our Lord."
(3 :7)

This paper attempts to present several  logical

arguments, textual analysis, historical evidence and scientific

data to prove that the 'Source of Quran is God', in a simple

way for Madrassa teachers to use as a Resource paper in the

subject. 

Due to magnitude of the subject matter, this paper will

limit itself to one angle of discussion only: simple and straight

forward evidences to prove the "Authenticity of the

Quran as a Word of God". However, separate study paper

will be required to discuss and make critical review and

refutation of : "Authorship theories on the source of Quran

as forwarded by the unbelievers", as the biased unbelievers

have forwarded several baseless theories on the authorship

of Quran, which require a detailed critique. 

Similarly, altogether separate study papers are needed

on the following themes:
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l Evidences on the 

"Originality and Genuineness of the Quran"

i.e. Quran has remained immune against any type of

interpolation or transfiguration in its text and even its

arrangement, contrary to other revealed books.

l A study on

"Comparison between Quran and the other revealed

books".

l A paper on 

"Process of Revelation, Compilation and Preservation of

Quran".

Evidences on the Authenticity of the Quran:
As the opponents want us to believe, the Holy Quran is

not the product of the holy Prophet's speculation and

thinking, rather it is a revealed book in which every word is

the word of the Almighty that was communicated to the

Prophet through the process of revelation. While historical

testimony in this regard is unquestionable, the Quran

emphasizes it further with a view of showing the opponents

of Islam that what came out from the sacred lips of the

Prophet was a divine revelation:




"(This is) the revelation of the book in which there is

no doubt, from the Lord of the worlds. Will they say:

'He has forged it!' Nay, it is the Truth from the

Lord...".
(32:2-3)




"But Allah bears witness that what He has revealed

to you (O Muhammad), He has revealed from His

own knowledge, and the angels bear witness (to it),

but sufficient is Allah for witness".
(4:166).




"And you (O Muhammad) did not recite any book

before this, nor you were able to transcribe one with

your right hand. In that case, indeed those who talk

vanity could have doubted."
(29:48). 

Following are some evidences and arguments in brief,

to prove the authenticity of the Holy Quran as the word of

Allah (swt):
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1.  The Exclusive Eloquence of the Quran:
The Prophet of Islam began conveying his heavenly

messages in the midst of society where people's minds

revolved exclusively around eloquent speech and the

composition of beautiful and attractive poetry and literary

excellence. Under these conditions, God equipped His

prophet with a weapon, the Quran, that apparently belonged

to the same category as the literary works of the age but

possessed unique and astonishing characteristics that were

beyond the capacity of the human being to reproduce.

The Role of Poetry in the lives of the Pre-Islamic Arabs:

To understand why Muhammad's strongest argument

or miracle was a book, the Holy Qur'an, it is necessary to

understand the role language and linguistic composition

played in the lives of the pre-Islamic Arabs. It is also important

to understand the nature of the Arabic language itself during

the pre-Islamic period. This understanding will help to show

why the revelation of the Qur'an through Muhammad (saww)

found attentive ears among his contemporaries, who not only

were articulate users of the language but held those skilled in

the arts of linguistic composition in high esteem.

Before the rise of Islam, Arabic was mainly a spoken

language with an oral literature of elaborate poetry and, to a

lesser extent, prose. Writing had not yet fully developed and

memorization was the most common means of preserving

the literature. Both poetry and prose in the pre-Islamic era

dealt with a rather limited range of topics which included in

the case of poetry praise, eulogy (panegyric), defamation, and

love, and in the case of prose superstition, legends, parables,

and wisdom tales. 

Pre-Islamic Arabs took great pride in their language and

in articulate and accurate speech, the latter being one of the

main requisites for social prominence. On this particular

point, Professor Hitti writes: 

"No people in the world manifest such enthusiastic

admiration for literary expression and are moved by the

word, spoken or written, as the Arabs. Hardly any language

seems capable of exercising over the minds of its users

such an irresistible influence as Arabic".

Such was the role that the spoken word played in the

life of pre-Islamic Arabs. With the emphasis placed on

eloquent and articulate speech, the prominent position

occupied by those who had the talent for l inguistic

composition, and the pride the early Arabs took in their

language, it is little wonder that the Qur'an was revealed in

the most eloquent, articulate, and elaborate style the Arabic

language has known. The Qur'an has without doubt provided

a level of linguistic excellence unparalleled in the history of the

Arabic language. 

Theologians explain this phenomenon as God's wisdom

in addressing the articulate Arabs through the medium in

which they were most adept and with which they felt most
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comfortable. The effectiveness of the Qur'an was thus

ensured by the fact that it represented a level of eloquence

unattainable even by their most eloquent speakers. 

Miracles should be relevant to the time 

God offered the Qur'an as the Prophet's sign in the

same way as He offered signs for all the other prophets. He

sent the things most appropriate to the time in which they

were sent. Thus Prophet Musa (as) had the power to divide

the sea with his hand and rod, and to let the rock burst forth

with water in the desert, and all his other signs in a time of

magic. And Prophet Issa (as) had the power to bring the dead

back to life, to make birds out of clay, to cure those who had

been blind from birth and the leprous, and all his other signs in

a time of medicine. And Prophet Muhammad (saww) had the

book and all his other signs in a time of eloquence.

If the Prophet had performed some miracle other than

the Quran, it would have no meaning for that people, given

their mental structure. The path would have been open for all

kinds of doubt and hesitation. But the Arabs of that age who

were addressed by the Quran could never have any doubts

about its extraordinary eloquence, for they were all aware of

all the mysteries of rhetoric and had living among them

masters of language and literary composition, hence their

admitting that the Quran could not have been the production

of Prophet Muhammad (saww).

2.  The Challenge of the Quran:

The Unbelievers failed to produce the like of Quran 

When the revelations of the Quran began, the Most

Noble Messenger clearly proclaimed the Quran to be the

word of God, and said it was impossible for any human being

to duplicate it. If anyone disagreed, he ought to make an

attempt to copy it, and should feel free to seek help from any

source in doing so. None was able to take up this challenge

and produce even a short surah similar to the Quran. 

The Qur'an remains a book of inimitable quality, not

only from a linguistic but also from an intellectual point of

view. When Muhammad was challenged by his fellow

countrymen to present a miracle, in keeping with the

tradition of other prophets, he presented the Qur'an to

them. The inimitability of the Qur'an is repeatedly emphasized

in the Holy Book itself. 

The Quran i ssued a chal lenge not only to the

contemporaries of the Prophet but also to men in all ages. In

order to demonstrate the incapacity and impotence of people

to imitate it, it issued the following universal proclamation: 




"Were all mankind to come together and wish to

produce the like of the Quran, they would never
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succeed, however much they aided each other". 
(17:88)

It then modifies the challenge and reduces its scope by

saying:




"Do people imagine that this Quran is not from Us,

and that you, O Prophet are falsely attributing to us?

Tell them that if they are speaking truly they should

produce ten surahs resembling the Quran, and that

they are free to call on the aid of anyone but God in

so doing."
(11:13)

Then, at the third stage, the scope of the challenge is

reduced still further: the deniers are called on to produce

only a single surah resembling the Quran: 




"Oh people, if you doubt the heavenly origin of this

Book which We have sent down to Our servant, the

Prophet, produce one surah like it."
(2:23)

A yet stronger challenge occurs in another chapter: 




"Or do they say: 'He forged it'? Say: 'Bring then a sura

like unto it and call [to your aid] anyone you can".
 (10:38)

Since we know that some of the shorter surahs consist

only of a few brief sentences, this final challenge constituted a

definitive proof of the human being's inability to imitate the

Quran. Can the person of today take up the challenge of the

Quran and produce a Surah like it, thereby conquering the

stronghold of Islam and invalidating the claim of its Prophet? 

Let us not forget that this challenge was issued to a

people whose leaders were threatened by the devastating

attacks of the Quran - their lives, their property, their ancient

customs, their ancestors, their whole social position. If it had

been at all possible for the Arabs to respond to the challenge

of the Quran, they would have taken it up immediately, with

the unstinting aid of the masters of eloquence that were by

no means rare in that age. Thus they would have invalidated

the proofs of the Quran and won an everlasting victory. 

Quran has proposed a very simple challenge to those

who oppose it. Why do then the deniers of prophethood

choose roundabout ways, avoiding this direct method of

confronting and defeating Islam? Is not because the door is
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firmly closed on meeting the challenge posed by the Quran?

It is not that they did not try to mute the challenge.

Infact, they called into play all their resources in an effort to

meet the challenge of the Quran, but all their efforts came to

naught. They were unable to point even to a single error or

defect in the Quran, and were obliged to admit that its words

were situated on a higher plane than the thought and speech

of the human being.   

3.  The Scientific Miracle of the Quran:
The Quran is definitely not a Science book, but since

the Quran is intended to be an eternal miracle, revealed to

make science and learning blossom among human beings, it is

also a scientific miracle. It has expounded, in the most

eloquent fashion, truths of a physical nature together with

everything that touches. Although those who are not

acquainted with the scientific truths cannot fully appreciate its

miraculousness, they can perceive the miraculous nature of

the meanings and truths it contains. 

Holy Quran is everlasting Miracle

The limitation in time of the miracles performed by the

earlier Prophets was an indication of the impermanence of

their religions and the laws that they brought. By contrast, the

miracle attesting to the prophethood for the Prophet of Islam

cannot be temporally limited, because his message is universal

and represents the culmination of all preceding religions; his

prophethood requires an eternal miracle, a brilliant and

eloquent proof of its immortality embedded with the ongoing

scientific discoveries. 

A permanent message must display to mankind a

permanent and everlasting miracle, one which advances with

time, so that just as it offered convincing proof to people of

the past, it may do the same to people of the future. A

short-lived miracle that is imperceptible to later generations

cannot be a source of reference or judgment for the future. 

For this reason, the Quran is presented as a permanent

and everlasting miracle, the final manifestation of God's

revelation. The Quran itself says:




"The true and well-formulated message of your Lord

has now been completed, and none is able to change

it. And He is All-Hearing and All-Knowing".
(6:116) 

For Muslims, the miraculousness of the Quran is not

only a matter of religious belief, but for scholars and

researchers it is a matter of scientific belief. The Quran

possesses a remarkable comprehensiveness and richness,

with respect to its world view and scientific content, and its

ability to guide not only the individual and society in spiritual

aspect, but also in the realms of natural environment and

mysteries of life. There are still many matters contained in the
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Quran that call for investigation and await discovery by

further research. 

Holy Quran is in total agreement with modern
scientific data

Throughout ages, mankind has undergone numerous

changes, and passing through repeated stages of development

and growth, it has attained a more comprehensive awareness

of the mysteries of creation. Nonetheless, the Quran has at

all times retained its proud and dignified presence on the

stage of human history and scientific discoveries.

Dr. Maurice Bucaille, the French scientist, writes as

follows:

"A crucial fact is that the Quran, while inviting us to

cultivate science, itself contains many observations on

natural phenomena and includes explanatory details

which are seen to be in total agreement with modern

scientific data......

"These scientific considerations, which are very specific to

the Quran, greatly surprised me first. Up until then, I had

not thought it possible for one to find so many statements

in a text compiled more than thirteen centuries ago

referring to extremely diverse subjects and all of them

totally in keeping with modern scientific knowledge. ..... A

thorough linguistic knowledge is not in itself sufficient to

understand these verses from the Quran. What is needed

along with this is a highly diversified knowledge of Science.

. . . . .  The hypothesis advanced by those who see

Muhammad as the author of Quran is quite untenable.

How could a man, from being illiterate, become the most

important author, in terms of literary merit, in the whole

of Arabic literature? How could he then pronounce truths

of a scientific nature that no other human being could

possibly have developed at the time, and all this without

once making the slightest error in his pronouncements on

the subject?

"The ideas in this study are developed from a purely

scientific point of view. They lead to the conclusion that it

is inconceivable from a human being living in the seventh

century A.D. to have made statements in the Quran on a

great variety of subjects that do not belong to his period

and for them to be in keeping with what was to be known

only centuries later. For me, there can be no human

explanation to the Quran".

Holy Quran encourages seeking of science and
knowledge

No other revealed book praises and encourages science

and knowledge as does the Qur'an and it is for this reason

that the Qur'an names the age of the desert Arabs, together

with their pagan cultures, before Islam as the "age of

ignorance." In over a hundred verses reference is made to

science and knowledge in a variety of ways; and many of

these verses praise the value of scientific knowledge. 
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In Quran, God indicates the favour he has done man by

bringing him out of his state of ignorance.


"He teaches man what he did not know."

(96:5)

Likewise, we read in Quran, 


"God will exalt those who believe among you and

those who have knowledge to high ranks,"
(58:11)

and Allah (swt) also says, 


"Are those who know equal to those who do not". 

(39:9).

Besides the many verses in the Qur'an concerning

knowledge, there are also countless traditions of the Prophet

and the Imams on this subject which rank second only in

importance to the Qur'an. 

In verses too numerous to mention, the Qur'an invites
one to reflect upon the signs of creation: the heavens, the
shining stars and their astonishing celestial movements, and
the cosmic order which rules over them all. Similarly, the
Qur'an urges one to reflect upon the creation of the earth,
the seas, the mountains, the desert, and the wonders
contained below the surface of the earth, the difference

between night and day and the changing cycle of seasons. It
urges mankind to meditate on the extra ordinary creation of
the plants and the order and symmetry governing their
growth, as well as the multiplicity of the animal kingdom. 

The Qur'an invites one to witness the interdependence
of beings and how all live in harmony with nature. It calls upon
man also, to ponder on his own make-up, on the secrets of
creation which are hidden within him, on his soul, on the
depth of his perception, and on his relationship with the
world of the spirit. 

The Qur'an commands man to travel in the world in
order to witness other cultures and to investigate the social
orders, history and philosophies of past people. Thus it calls
man to a study of the natural sciences, mathematics,
philosophy, the arts and all sciences available to man, and to
study them for the benefit of man and the well-being of
society. 

The Qur'an strongly recommends the study of these
sciences on the condition that it leads to truth and reality, that
it produces a correct view of the world based on an
understanding of God. 

Knowledge, which merely keeps a man occupied and
prevents him from knowing the reality of his own existence,
is equated with ignorance. Allah (swt) says in Quran :




"They know only some appearance of the life of one
world and are heedless of the Hereafter"

(30:7).
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"Have you seen him who makes his desire his god,
and Allah sends him astray purposely and seals up his
heart and sets a covering on his heart. Then who will
lead him after Allah. Will you not then be mindful". 

(45:23)

However, one important point which should be
considered while discussing the Scientific miracles in Quran is
that: Scientific interpretations are always unstable due to the
instability of the hypotheses and the theories adopted by the
theoreticians. Since no hypothesis is the last one, every new
invention requires a new theory for its interpretation or
explanation. Therefore, scientific theories are subject to
change. Like the Einstein's theory of relativity that changed
the Newton's physics, or the results of archaeological studies
cannot be taken for granted to be the definite meaning. 

Some brief examples of Scientific data in the Quran:

A) The Earth and Heavens were joined together:

All scientific circles in the world today agree that the
planets were originally composed of a mass of Sodium gas
and that first the heavens and the earth were joined together
as a single entity and then they separated from each other.
Centuries ago, the Quran referred to this scientific theory. 

It says when describing the creation of the heavens: 


"Then God turned to the creation of the heavens (the

planets), when they were but a smoky substance."
(41:11)




"Do the unbelievers not see that the heavens and the

earth were joined together before we separated

them, and that We brought all living things into

existence from water? Why do they still not believe in

God?"
(21:30)

Thus the Quran unveils one of the great mysteries of

nature: the planets were originally composed of smoky

substance (mass of Sodium gas), and the separation of the

planets from a huge object and then their separation from

each other. Since at the time of revelation of the Quran, the

general level of knowledge and science was extremely low,

does this not constitute a proof of the heavenly nature of the

Quran?

B)  Expansion of Universe: 

One of the most subtle discoveries in science concerns

the expansion of universe, its tendency constantly to extend

its boundaries. This was something completely unknown to

21 22



the human being until the last century. This mystery is,

however, mentioned by the Quran in the following terms,

which again bear witness to its remarkable profundity when

discussing such matters: 


"We created the heavens with Our strength and

power, and constantly expand them".
(51:47)

C) Force of Gravity:

We know that before the time of Newton, that great

scientific personality, no one was aware of the force of

gravity. Newton proved that the falling of objects to earth,

the rotation of the moon and the Venus, the motion of the

planets, and other instances of attraction are all subject to the

single law, the law of universal gravity.

The Quran describes the above mentioned gravitational

force as 'invisible pillars': 


"God it is Who raised up the heavenly bodies to

invisible pillars ....."
(13:2)

In conveying this scientific truth, the Quran has used an

expression that is comprehensible for the men of all ages. Are

these 'unseen pillars', which prevent the planets from colliding

with each other or falling, anything other than the mysterious

and invisible force of universal gravity, a law to which the

Creator of the universe has subjected all of the heavenly

bodies? 

D)  Production of Milk in animals:

The Quran describes the factors which give rise to milk

in animals in a way that is entirely compatible with the data of

modern science. 

This is what God's book has to say: 




"There is in truth for you a lesson in your animals and

flocks. We give you to drink a pure milk derived from

that which is contained in their bodies, from the

merging of what is held in their intestines with blood.

The drinking of that is then made easy for those who

drink it."
(16:66).

Dr. Bucaille writes in his book: 

"From a scientific point of view, physiological notions

must be called upon to grasp the meaning of this verse.

The substances that ensure the general nutrition of the

body come from chemical transformations which occur

along the length of the digestive tract. These substances

come from the contents of the intestine. On arrival in the
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in test ine at  the appropriate stage of  chemical

transformation, they pass through its wall and towards the

systemic circulation (of blood)...... This very precise

concept is the result of the discoveries made in the

chemistry and physiology of the digestive system. It was

totally unknown at the time of the Prophet Muhammad

and has been understood only in recent times."

E)  In Pairs:

It is only recently that researchers have come aware of

insemination in plants and learned that every living being

including plants comes into existence as the result of the

merging of a male and female parts.

In verses that are totally free of ambiguity, the noble

Quran, sets forth clearly the principle of gender in the gender

world, together with the existence of male and female parts

even in plants. 


"..and of all fruits He has made it in pairs of two

(genders)".
(13:3)

F)  Role of Wind:

The Quran also mentions the role and operation of an

important factor in the bringing of things to fruition: the wind. 




"We have sent the winds as a means of insemination

and impregnation, and then sent down rain from the

heavens.We give it to you to drink from it. It is not

you who store it up."
(15:22)

In this verse, the Quran unveils another a great mystery

of creation, the fundamental role played by the wind in the

fertilization of plants.

G)  Light in the Moon is merely a Reflection:

It is known that the sun is a star that generates intense

heat and light by its internal combustion, and that the moon

which does not give off light itself, merely reflects the light

received from the sun.

The Quran testifies the above fact: 




"Blessed is the One Who placed the constellations in

heaven and placed in it a lamp (SIRAJ) and a moon,

giving light (MUNIIRA)".
(25:61)

Here the moon is defined as a body that gives reflection

of light (Muniira), while the sun is compared to a blazing lamp
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or torch (Siraj).

H)  High Altitude:

It is infact a highly common place reflection on the

discomfort experienced at high altitude, which increases the

higher one climbs, that is expressed in the Quran verse 125,

sura 6:





"Those whom God wills to guide, He opens their

breast to Islam. While those whom He wills to let

straying, He makes their breath c losed and

constricted, as if they had to climb up the skies. Thus

does Allah lay uncleanliness on those who do not

believe."
(6:126)

Who informed the Prophet that by climbing up in the

skies, the pressure increases and breathing becomes difficult?

I)  Honey Bees:

Concerning bees, the Quran says: 







"Your Lord inspired the (female) bee, choose your

dwelling in the hills, in the trees and in what (man)

build. Eat of all fruit and follow the ways of your Lord

in humility. From within their bodies comes a liquid of

different colours where is cure for men".
(16:68-69)

Quran refers that the worker-bees who are searching

for food are females. The verbs used in Arabic refer to

female bees. This is very amazing. For all along, until only

recently, people imagined that the "soldier-bees" were males. 

J)  Development of the Embryo:

The Quranic description of certain stages in the

development of the embryo corresponds exactly to what we

today know about it. After 'the thing which clings', the Quran

informs us that the embryo passes through the stage of

'chewed flesh', then tissue appears and is clad in flesh:





"Then We fashioned the seed into a thing which

clings (Alaqatan). We fashioned the thing which

27 28



clings into a chewed lump of flesh and We fashioned

the chewed flesh into bones, and We clothed the

bones with intact flesh. Then We caused it to grow

into another creation, so blessed be Allah, the best of

the creators.".
(23:14).

It was only during the nineteenth century that people

had a slightly clearer view of this question.     

All the afore mentioned and many other modern

scientific concepts found abundantly in the Glorious Quran,

that was revealed 14 centuries ago, with utmost accuracy and

free from any error, prove beyond any iota of doubt the

divine source of its revelation. 

4.  Accuracy of Historical Records in the Quran:

Many ancient historical anecdotes and geographical

regions have been mentioned in the stories of the holy

Qur'an such as : the river or sea through which the Bani Israel

passed, the land of Ashab-e Hijr, Dhul Qarnayn Dam, Ashab-e

Kahf's Cave, earthy paradise of Dhat al-`Imad etc., not

forgetting the detailed stories of past Prophets.

The hypothesis advanced by those who see Muhammad

as the author of Quran is untenable. How could a man from

being an unlettered, become the most important author, in

terms of Historical literature in the whole world, and pen

down historical facts with pinpoint accuracy?  

Holy Quran says:




"Such are some of the stories of the unseen, which

We have revealed unto you, before this neither you

nor your people knew them. So persevere patiently,

for the end is for those who are righteous".
(11:49).

Research on historical records in the Holy Quran and

finding their traces is very effective in understanding the

Authenticity of the Qur'an. In addition, being involved in

exploring the past would provide a good background to take

lessons from the past on which the holy Qur'an in the

following verses to persuade us to do so: 




"Have they not travelled in the earth and seen how

was the end of those before them? They were

stronger than these in powers..."
(30:9) 


"Indeed there have been examples before you;

Therefore travel in the earth..."
(3:137) 

To appreciate the accuracy of historical records
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advanced in the Quran, few examples are cited here below,

not mentioning the detailed information on past Prophets'

history:

A)  Ashabe Kahf:

While narrating about the duration of which 'As-habe

Kahf' (the Sleepers of the Cave) stayed in the cave, the Quran

says: 


"So they stayed in their cave three hundred years

and ADD nine..."
(18:25).

The wording is quite significant. The verse does not say

"three hundred and nine years" but uses the apparently

cumbersome wording of "three hundred years and add nine".

Why add nine? This is because their stay was 300 years if one

used the solar calendar and 309 years by the lunar calendar.

The lunar year is 11 days shorter. Now 11 days times 300

years divided by 365 years is 9 years.

B)  City of Iram:

Another example of historical record can be found in

chapter 89 of the Quran which mentions an ancient city called

Iram:


"Have you not seen how your Lord dealt with the Aad

(people), of the (city of) Iram, with lofty pillars, the

like of which were not produced in (all) the land?".
(89:6-7).

Apart from its being mentioned in the Quran, there

were no historical record about this city - Iram. The name

itself was obscure even during the time of the Prophet

himself, which led to a number of speculations about its

possible geographical location. Some commentators of the

Quran went to the extent of suggesting that probably Iram

was the name of a hero of the Aad.

The research findings of published by the official journal

of the American National Geographic society in December

1978 have conclusively shown that Iram was a city. In 1975,

Dr. Paulo Mathias of the University of Rome, director of the

Italian Archeological Mission in Syria 'hit an archeological

jackpot'. In the ruins of a palace apparently destroyed in the

23rd century B.C., he came upon the greatest third

millennium archive ever unearthed. More than 15,000 'cunei

form tablets' were discovered. Among the rich details

revealed by these tablets is the fact that Ebla used to have

trading links with Iram....

It is inconceivable how Muhammad could describe

accurately in the Quran the physical features and the level of

architecture of a people who lived in an ancient city which

was destroyed 3000 years before he was born.   

31 32



C)  The body of Fir'aun:  

The Quran has explicitly recorded about what has
become of the body of Fir'aun.




"This day We save therein your body so that you
become a sign for those who come after you. But
verily, many among mankind are heedless of our
signs......"

(10:92).

In this verse, the God's intention of bringing the body of
Pharaoh out of water rather than leaving it decaying or being
eaten by the sea animals is to give a lesson to future
generations. 

What is amazing that when the Quran was transmitted
to man by the Prophet, the bodies of all the Pharaohs were in
their tombs in the Necropolis of Thebes, on the opposite side
of the Nile from Luxor. At the time however, absolutely
nothing was known of this fact, and it was not until the end of
the nineteenth century that they were discovered there. 

As the Quran states, the body of the Pharoah (Fir'aun)
of the Exodus was in fact rescued: visitors may see him in the
Royal Mummies Room of the Egyptian Museum, Cairo. How
did the Prophet, who lived in Arabian desert came to know
that the body of Fir'aun would be rescued for future
generations to learn a lesson?  

5.  Predictions in the Quran:
The Holy Quran predicted and foretold several events

with total confidence and categorical details. Can we ascribe

this precise knowledge of the future to the knowledge of

Muhammad as a person living in the dark ages of Arabia? It is

totally unrealistic to attempt to analyse these predictions from

a purely materialistic point of view. The only justified answer

to the cause of the precise accuracy of the predictions is that

it was revealed to Prophet Muhammad (saww) from the

All-Knowledgeable Lord and the Master of the Universe, the

past, present and future, Allah (swt).

Please ponder over the following splendid moments of

the Quranic predictions: 

A)  The Descendants of the Prophet: 

In Surah Kawthar, the Quran informs people that the

descendants of Prophet will ultimately be numerous, this

despite the fact that in his lifetime his enemies were hopeful

that he would die without issue, since all the sons of the

Prophet had died in infancy, and only one of his daughters

survived.




"To you We have granted abundance. Therefore to

Your Lord turn in prayers and sacrifice. For he who
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hated you, will be cut-off".
(Sura no. 108)

Today, the descendants of the Prophet (Saadat and

Ashraf) can be found everywhere, while the progeny of Abu

Jahal and Abu Sufyan, the enemies of Prophet Muhammad

(saww) have become extinct. Given this, was it possible for

any other than God, that eternal reality and fixed pivot of

truth, to predict that matters would unfold in a sense

completely opposed to existing circumstances. 

B)  Defeat of Persian Empire:

In 615 AD, Khusru Parviz of Persia attacked Byzantium

(Roman) empire and gained control of Syria, Palestine and

North Africa. He ransacked Jerusalem, set fire to the Holy

Sepulcher and destroyed numerous cities. The war ended in

clear victory for fire-worshippers of Persia.

News of the defeat of Byzantine worshippers of God

was received with satisfaction by the idolaters of Mecca. This

was grievous to the Muslims and caused them much anxiety

about the future course of the events. It was then that a

revelation came foretelling the renewed triumph of the

Byzantine over the Persians within few years. 

These are the relevant verses of Surat Ruum in the

Quran: 








"The Romans have been defeated in a land nearby.

But in the future they will triumph over their

enemies, within a period of few years. All affairs,

both earlier and later, are in the hands of God. And

on the day when the Romans triumph, the believers

and the followers of Islam will rejoice. God assists to

whomsoever He wills, and He is Powerful and

Compassionate. This is the promise of God, a

promise which can not be violated, but most of the

people know not".
(30:1-6)

Within less than 10 years, this Prophecy of the Quran

was fulfilled in the year 624 A.D. corresponding to year 2

A.H. How can we explain the confident and categorical

prediction of the victory of a defeated people over a

victorious people, in the absence of any factors pointing to

the likelihood of such an event? A realistic approach to the

state of society and the course of events would definitely

have contradicted this prophesy. The Prophet of Islam

foretold a definite military victory at a certain point in the

future. How did he know it was going to occur?
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C)  Conquest of Khaybar and Mecca:

The Quran has also foretold the conquest of Mecca and

the triumph of the Muslims over the polytheists as follows: 







"That which God inspired in his prophet by means of

a dream is true and veracious: Without any doubt

you will enter the sacred mosque (in Mecca) in

safety and security. You will shave your heads and

shorten your hairs without any fear or anxiety. God

knows what you do not know. And you will win a

victory near at hand".
(48:27)

These predictions were made at a time when no

mil i tary expert or adviser could have predicted the

occurrence, given the difficult circumstances of the Muslims

and the unfavorable situation in which they found themselves.

In the same verse (48:27), the Quran also mentions the

future occurrence of another historical event, namely the

triumph of the Muslim warriors at Khaybar, and their

conquest of its formidable fortresses. Hard blows had been

inflicted upon the Muslims from Khaybar, but in the end the

army of Islam triumphed over the Jews, and the predictions

of the Quran was completely fulfilled. Can we ascribe this

precise knowledge of the future to the knowledge and

speculation of the Prophet?

D)  The Final Outcome of Abulahab:

The Quran also predicts with clarity the final outcome

of the life of a given individual, Abu Lahab, the obstinate

enemy of Islam. It proclaims categorically that he will refuse

the religion of monotheism until the very end of his life, and

that for this reason his painful destiny will be to enter the fire

of God's wrath. 

These are the verses of the Quran: 




"May Abulahab perish, and may his two hands be cut

off. The wealth he accumulated to destroy Islam has

not availed him or saved him from destruction; he

will soon fall into the flaming fire of Hell".
(111:1-3).

All historians agree that Abu Lahab closed his eyes on

this world as an unbeliever, and that he persisted in his

obstinate hostility to the prophet of Islam until the final

moments of his life. The verses revealed concerning the

events mentioned above constitute a further proof that the

sacred book of Islam is from God.   
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E)  The Return of Prophet to Mecca:

Likewise, the prediction that the Prophet would return

to Mecca, his home, made at a time when he abandoned it

for Medina because of the pressures of the polytheists, is also

an indication of a higher consciousness: 




"God Who made incumbent on you the recitation of

the Quran will return you to your birthplace.  Say: My

Lord knows best him who has brought the guidance

and him who is in manifest error."
(28:85).  

All the afore-mentioned predictions of future events are

inexplicable unless they be ascribed to the source of

revelation, to the infinite knowledge of Allah (swt).

6- Lack of Contradiction in the Quran:
The Noble Quran contains profound and exact

statements on a wide variety of subjects. It establishes and

legislates principles and regulations for the practical and ethical

duties of the human being and for the ordering and

administration of society. It gives accurate account of future

predictions, anecdotes of past communities and Prophets, as

well as Scientific truths unknown at the time of revelation.

However, slightest variation or contradiction whatsoever is

not to be seen in this great mass of material. 

Every scientist and researcher is liable to change from
time to time, his attitude to scienti f ic topics under
investigation and the opinions he bases on them. Relying on
the knowledge and conclusions he has accumulated, he may
express a certain opinion on a given topic at one time and
later repudiate that opinion in the light of continuing and
more extensive research and the solution of certain
problems. However, as regards to Quran, although it was
revealed over a period of twenty three years, it is completely
uniform and lacking in contradiction. The uniformity, unity
and the consistency of the ideas in the Quran signify its
coming from the Unique One, Allah (swt).

Quran says: 




"Do they not reflect on the Quran? If this book were
from other than GOD, they would certainly find
much variation and contradiction in it".

(4:82) 

Since everything in the world is in a state of growth and
self-perfection, then the Qur'an would of necessity lack
harmony since it was revealed over a period of twenty-three
years; it would lack harmony that is if we were to suppose
that it was the work of a man rather than of a prophet. Thus,
lack of contradiction in the Quran proves a Divine hand in the
its authorship. 
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7. Prophet Muhammad (saw) was Unlettered:
It is impossible for this Quran  to have been produced

by a single individual or to have been borrowed by him from

other sources, particularly an individual who was unlettered,

had not even studied, and had grown up in the degenerate

environment of the Arabian peninsula at that time, an

environment which was total ly a l ien to science and

philosophy.

All historians are unanimous that the Prophet was an

unlettered man who had never known books or teachers and

never learned how to write. The Quran itself addressed him

as follows: 




"Before this, you did not read any book, nor did you

write anything with your hands. For then those who

utter falsehood may might have doubted".

(29:48). 

Before the revelation of the Holy Quran, the Holy

Prophet could neither write with his own hand nor could he

read anything written by the others, and this is a fact vouched

by one and all of the age of the Holy Prophet. No opponent

in the life time of the Prophet ever raised his voiced to

challenge this verse, since for the forty years they stayed with

him, they knew he was unlettered. How could have then the

prophet authored such an unmatchable book by himself. With

this fact in view, it would be sheer absurdity to say that what

he delivered as the Quran was not the revelation from God,

but a reproduction of what he read in the other scriptures

and what he wrote, i.e. composed of and memorised. 

On e  m a y  w o nd e r  w h y  G o d ,  t he  A l m i gh t y

commissioned one who was deprived of the capacity of

reading or writing as His Apostle? Was not the Prophet

supposed to be the most knowledgeable one who was

required to teach the people the Book and the wisdom? The

answer is that inability to write and read does not mean

ignorance, as the Holy Prophet was gifted divine knowledge

through miracle, and according to some researchers, the

Prophet knew how to read and write not through learning

from a teacher but through divine inspiration and miracle. 

Infact, the immediate next verse of the Holy Quran

asserts that the Prophet was granted knowledge: 




"Nay! It (Quran) is the clear signs in the breast of

those who have been granted the knowledge and

none contradict our signs except the unjust."
(29:49).
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The Prophet (saww) confirmed this by saying: 

"I am the city of Knowledge and Ali is its door".   

Whatever the case, the obvious fact remains the same:

the one who had never learnt from any human teacher how

to read or write, to present this incontestable and universally

recognised truth - the Quran - which never before was

revealed even to the great apostles in the past, could not

have possibly been without its source being from above.

Unfortunately, there were some who accused the Prophet

that he learnt the contents of Quran from the others. But this

is refuted by the Quran eloquently: 






"Say (O Muhammad)! The Holy Spirit (Jibriil) has

brought it (Quran) down from your Lord with the

truth, that it may establish those who believe, and as

a guidance and glad tidings unto those who submit

(themselves to God). And indeed We know what they

say: 'It is only a man that teaches him'. The tongue of

him whom they falsely hint at, is outlandish (foreign

language, not eloquent, slang), while this language is

Arabic (pure and) plain".
(16:102-103).

However, it is remarkable that such a man who had

never studied from any mortal being, was given the most

eloquent book: The Glorious Quran, and became the

standard-bearer of a movement calling for science and free

thought. It is said that the mystic object in keeping the

Prophet unaware of the art of reading and writing was to help

the people to recognise the Quran as a Word of God.

8. No Resemblance Between the Words of
Quran and Hadith:

After Quran, the second source of doctrine and

legislation in Islam is the Ahadith (utterances) of the Holy

Prophet (saww) himself. A very large number of collections

of the Prophet's words thus appear under the title of Ahadith,

and thousands of Ahadith and traditions attributed to the Holy

Prophet are recorded in the Ahadith books. 

The amazing remarkable point here is the fact that all

these utterances of the Prophet (Ahadith) which were also in

pure Arabic language like that of Quran, and the Prophet

whose tongue would recite the Arabic Quran, bore no

resemblance whatsoever to the Quran. What must be heavily

stressed overhere is the disparity between these two groups

of texts - Quran and Ahadith -  from a literary and stylistic

point of view. It would be unthinkable to compare the style of

Quran with that of the Ahadith. This itself is a convincing

proof that the Quran originated from a source other than the

mind of the Prophet. 
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9. Non-Muslims Admit:
Even the non-Muslim scholars admit to the authenticity

of the Quran. For example, Laura Vaccia Vaglieri, professor at

the University of Naples, has the following to say: 

"The heavenly book of Islam is miraculous and inimitable.

Its style is totally unprecedented in Arabic literature, and

its peculiar impact on the spirit of the human being

derives from its special and superior characteristics. How

is it possible that such a book should be the work of

Muhammad, an Arab who had never studied? We find in

this book a treasury of knowledge beyond the capacity of

the greatest philosophers and statesman, and for this

reason it is also impossible to regard the Quran as the

work of an educated person".

Smith writes in his book: Muhammad and Islam: 

"I boldly assert that one day the loftiest of human

philosophers and the most veracious principles of

Christianity will confess and bear witness that the Quran

is the Word of God. An unlettered and unlearned Prophet

was chosen by God to bring the Quran to Mankind, a book

that has in the course of history produced thousands of

other books and treatises, brought libraries into being and

filled them with books, and placed before mankind laws

and philosophies and educational, intellectual and

ideological systems.

"He arose in an environment where there was no trace of

learning and civilization. In the whole of Madina, there

were only eleven people who knew how to read and write,

and in all the branches of Quraysh, in Mecca and its

environs, not more than seventeen people were literate. 

"The teachings of the Quran, which mentions knowledge

and the pen in its opening verses, brought about a

tremendous transformation. Islam proclaimed study to be

a religious duty, and made the black ink of scribe and the

scholar to be superior to the red blood of the martyr.

"Thanks to the teachings of the Quran and its emphasis on

the cultivation of knowledge, countless scholars made

their appearance and wrote innumerable books. Different

scientific disciplines were derived from the Quran and

spread across the world by Muslim thinkers. The world

was illuminated with the lights of the Quran and the

culture of Islam."     

Numerous other non-Muslim Scholars have attested to

the fact that Quran is the word of God. However, we shall

not mention them for the sake of brevity.

CONCLUSION:
The Holy Quran is not the product of the Holy

Prophet's speculation and thinking. Rather every word of the

book is the word of God, which was communicated to the

Prophet through the process of revelation. Communicated to

the Holy Prophet not as mere inspiration but as recitation

and clear guidance in plain Arabic Language. Descended upon

the heart of 'heart' of the Prophet not metaphorically but

45 46



literally - namely in the form of language known by the people

who subsequently transcribed it under the guidance of the

Prophet himself.  

Being the revealed word of Allah, Quran imparts

knowledge which is immune from all possibilities of doubt and

every form of discrepancy. It is the substantiation of Truth

and guidance that leads humanity from darkness towards the

light. It is an embodiment of mercy and glad tidings from God

to those who follow it faithfully, and a  criterion which

distinguishes clearly the right from the wrong. It emphasises

that all unbiased persons dedicated to knowledge are bound

to uphold its truth at the time of its revelation and to attest it

in later age as the horizons of human knowledge expand

further and further.

However, biased persons tried to doubt the authenticity

of the Quran being the word of God and attested it to various

misgivings. But they failed to prove their false claims, and the

Quran stood high in all ages as the bearer of Divine Light

unaffected by the whims of the mischief-mongers. A

truth-seeker always bowed down  his head infront of the

afore-mentioned evidences which unequivocally prove the

authenticity of the Quran as the word of God, the Almighty.
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